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ELECTRONIC FIRING CIRCUIT TESTER
FOR GUN MOUNT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims benefit of priority under 35 U.S.C.
section 119(e) of U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/106,
227, filed Oct. 30, 1998, and entitled “ELECTRONIC
FIRING CIRCUIT TESTER FOR GUN MOUNT”.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Large guns often use electric firing circuits to fire ord-
nance. These electric firing circuits must be tested to ensure
that the circuit will apply the correct current and voltage to
the ordnance primer. In order to test the firing circuits on
guns it is necessary to load the gun with a test primer and
then fire the weapon. If the primer explodes with an audible
bang the firing circuit is good. This test must be repeated for
each of the three or four firing control stations from which
the gun may be fired in either the normal or emergency
mode.

This method of testing does not provide feedback indi-
cating whether the firing circuit is operating in the normal,
alternating current (AC), mode or in the emergency, direct
current (DC), mode. Additionally, for each test of the firing
circuit the breech must be manually loaded with a primer test
charge. Each time the breech is opened manually for the
primer test fire there is a possibility of damage to the gun if
the breech is opened before all the pressure is bled off. Also,
due to the loud noise of the primer test firing numerous
restrictions are placed on when and how test fires with
primers may be conducted.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention overcomes these deficiencies by
replacing the old primer tester with an electronic tester. The
electronic firing circuit tester (EFCT) is a microprocessor
based tester. The tester requires no batteries as it draws the
needed power directly from the firing pin of the gun to be
tested. The EFCT is able to indicate whether the firing circuit
was good or bad and whether the circuit was powered by AC
or DC. After a short delay the EFCT will reset itself and may
be reused.

The EFCT incorporates a microprocessor, or
microcontroller, running embedded software with a unique
method of calculating Root Mean Square (RMS). The soft-
ware design allowed substantial processor memory space
savings and increased speed over traditional software com-
piler RMS calculating functions.

Furthermore, the EFCT was designed so that it is capable
of being loaded by automatic loaders that cycle the EFCT
into position in the breech of the gun. The old primer based
testing system required the primer to be manually loaded
into the breech.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the electronic firing circuit
tester (EFCT) device.
FIG. 2 is a side view with a partial cut out of the EFCT.
FIG. 3 is a schematic drawing of the EFCT device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 shows a block
diagram of the electronic firing circuit tester (EFCT), which
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includes a capacitor 4 that stores energy that is received each
time the gun firing circuit is triggered. This energy is then
used to power the microcontroller 1 and the LED display 7
through the DC Power Supply 3. The DC power supply 3
converts the energy stored in the capacitor 4 into 5 volt DC
for the microcontroller 1 and LED display 7 in a manner
well known in the art. The optical positive/negative cycle
detector 2 provides the ability to detect the presence of AC
or DC voltage at the gun’s firing pin through the use of
photodiodes. The high current load 6 is used in conjunction
with the microcontroller 1 to send visual feedback to the
gun’s control panel (not shown) by causing a light on the
external panel to blink twice if a good firing circuit is
established and to blink once or not at all if the firing circuit
is bad. The full wave rectifier 5 is used in conjunction with
the optical positive/negative cycle detector 2 as input signals
for the microcontroller 1 to determine RMS values for
current and voltage received from the gun’s firing pin.

FIG. 2 shows the EFCT in its preferred package that
approximates the length of a clearing charge shell for the
gun. This side view with partial cut out reveals the general
construction of the EFCT. The front end is a removable plug
8 made preferably out of high density polyethylene. This
material was chosen to allow the EFCT to withstand the
compression impact of hitting the breech as the EFCT is
loaded into the gun and the tension impact of coming to a
dead stop after being rammed into place. The EFCT is
subjected to enormous g forces during this automatic load-
ing cycle process of the gun. The voids inside of the shell
casing 11 are filled with any suitable foam packing material
10 such as polyfoam to provide additional shock resistance.
The electronics board assembly 12 is potted in standard
potting compound to ensure that the components will not
vibrate loose or be damaged in the gun loading cycle
process. The LED display 7 was chosen because of the low
power consumption and shock resistance of LEDs. The
gun’s firing pin mechanism serves as the input to the EFCT
at the terminal electrode 9.

FIG. 3 is a detailed schematic of the EFCT invention. The
EFCT employs a commercially available microcontroller
with an EPROM, such as the Intel 87C752, 1 that gets inputs
from which it calculates the voltage and current of the gun’s
firing circuit and generates output signals depending on the
voltage and current level. The microcontroller 1 has a
software program set into the EPROM of the chip that
calculates the RMS values of the current and voltage of the
gun’s firing circuit and causes output signals to be developed
that provide feedback to the user through the LED display 7
and at the gun’s control panel (not shown). The EFCT stores
energy from the gun’s firing circuit in a large capacitor 4 so
that no batteries are required to run the EFCT. The micro-
controller is powered by a 5 volt DC power supply chip 3
that gets its voltage input from the energy stored by the
capacitor 4. The EFCT senses AC or DC voltage from the
gun’s firing circuit through the optical positive/negative
cycle detector 2. The microcontroller 1 measures the voltage
supplied by the gun’s firing control circuit by reading the
voltage across the high current load 6. The microcontroller
1 drives outputs based on measured values that provide
feedback to the user by the LED display 7 and by a light on
the gun’s control panel (not shown).

The operation of the EFCT will be further clarified
through a hypothetical gun firing circuit test. The EFCT is
placed in the loader and the EFCT is then cycled through the
gun mount and loaded into the breech of the gun. At a gun
control panel the fire command is given and the trigger is
initiated causing a voltage to be developed across the gun’s
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firing pin. The EFCT takes this energy from the firing pin
and stores it in a capacitor 4. The microcontroller 1 samples
input lines and calculates the voltage and current that was at
the firing pin. If the voltage is less than 16 volts a bad circuit
is indicated. To indicate a bad circuit, the microcontroller 1
will reduce the line voltage of the firing circuit once, causing
the misfire light on the gun’s control panel (not shown) to
blink once or not at all if the voltage received was too low.
If the voltage measured is greater than or equal to 16 volts
then the current is measured. If the current is less than 10
amps a bad circuit is indicated as described above. If it is
more than 10 amps a good circuit will be indicated. To
indicate a good circuit, the microcontroller 1 reduces the line
voltage of the firing circuit twice, causing the misfire light
to blink twice on the gun’s control panel (not shown).

Because of the need for almost real-time feedback the
microcontroller 1 must process the values for voltage and
current almost instantaneously and send the required output
signals. This was accomplished by writing a software algo-
rithm that works in the “square domain” to calculate RMS
values for voltage and current. This program runs much
faster and takes up much less memory space than traditional
RMS calculating routines provided by commercial software
compilers.

The microcontroller 1 also sends outputs to the LED
display 7 which will display the results for up to four test
fires. The LED display 7 is made up of a four by four matrix
that is comprised of one column of green LEDs, one column
of red LEDs, and two columns of yellow LEDs. The four
columns of LEDs represent different conditions of the test
fire: Go, No-Go, AC, and DC. The Go column is represented
by the green LEDs and a lit LED will indicate that the proper
voltage and current (16 V/10 amp) is being applied. If either
the voltage or current is not within parameters (voltage less
than 16 volts or current less than 10 amps) then a red LED
will illuminate. For each test fire one LED in the first column
of yellow LEDs will light if the current applied at the gun’s
firing pin was alternating current (AC). Likewise, one LED
in the second column of yellow LEDs will light if the current
applied at the gun’s firing pin was direct current (DC). Each
row of the LED display 7 represents the conditions for one
test fire. The EFCT can record up to four test fires of the
gun’s firing circuit.

After the last test is run, the EFCT will go into a low
power “sleep” mode that reduces power usage by approxi-
mately ninety percent. After a three-minute “sleep” delay,
allowing the user to retrieve the EFCT, the EFCT will go to
full power mode and light the LED display 7. The LED
display 7 will remain illuminated for approximately 80
seconds. It is possible to extend the display time to three or
four minutes by causing the LED display 7 to blink on for
0.3 seconds and off for 1.7 seconds. After the EFCT loses
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power it will reset and can be reused for more tests. The
EFCT requires no maintenance.

All matter herein described and illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings does not disclose all possible variations of
the invention. It would be obvious that numerous modifi-
cations can be made to the preferred embodiment described
herein, without departing from the spirit of the invention.
Though the invention is related specifically to 5"/54 caliber
guns it may also be applied to other large military electric
firing circuit guns.

We claim:

1. An electronic firing circuit tester for a gun, comprising:

a full wave rectifier that receives energy from an initiation
of the firing circuit of a gun;

energy storage means that receives the energy from the
full wave rectifier;

a power supply converter that converts the energy from
the energy storage means into direct current;

a cycle detector connected to the firing circuit that detects
the presence of alternating current or direct current at
the firing circuit;

a microcontroller, powered solely by the direct current
from the power supply converter, that receives input
from the cycle detector wherein the microcontroller
uses the input to determine root mean square values for
current and voltage at the firing circuit; and,

display means for indicating the root mean square values.

2. The electronic firing circuit tester of claim 1, wherein
the energy storage means comprises a capacitor.

3. The electronic firing circuit tester of claim 2, further
comprising means for displaying whether current at the
firing circuit comprises alternating current or direct current.

4. The electronic firing circuit tester of claim 3, wherein
the display means show whether the voltage or current
exceeds predetermined thresholds.

5. The electronic firing circuit tester of claim 4, wherein
the cycle detector uses photodiodes to detect the presence of
alternating or direct current.

6. The electronic firing circuit tester of claim 5, further
comprising a housing for the electronic firing circuit tester.

7. The electronic firing circuit tester of claim 6, wherein
the electronic firing circuit tester may be automatically
loaded into a breech of the gun.

8. The electronic firing circuit tester of claim 7, wherein
the housing further comprises a shell casing and an end plug
removably fixed to a distal end of the shell casing.

9. The electronic firing circuit tester of claim 8, further
comprising means for resetting the electronic firing circuit
tester after a predetermined amount of time.
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